Mirembe Kawomera Coffee began with one man’s dream. In 2003, JJ Keki, a Ugandan
coffee farmer, walked door to door asking his Jewish, Christian, and Muslim neighbors to put
aside old differences and come together. Their community of third and fourth generation coffee
farmers was struggling to make a living off the low prices offered by the local market. With the
assistance of Laura Wetzler from the US-based organization Kulanu, these Jewish, Christian and
Muslim farmers formed a cooperative to build lasting prosperity in their villages and to spread a
message of peace throughout the world. They named their coffee Mirembe Kawomera, which
means, “Delicious Peace” in the Luganda language.

Now in 2009, the Peace Kawomera Cooperative has grown to over 1,000 members. Thanks to
their collective effort, the farmers sell directly to Thanksgiving Coffee Company, and receive
prices four times higher than what they were previously paid. This has enabled farmers to send
their children to school, start savings accounts, and reinvest in their farms.

Together, the farmers have succeeded in doing something that none could have done alone. As
they face the many challenges of life in rural Uganda, they look to their cooperative for hope and
strength. In the coming years, the Cooperative plans to invest in land and equipment, offer
microfinance to members and contribute to a variety of public health and education projects.
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This is a picture of Deena Shadrack. She is a leader in the Abayudaya (Jewish) community and
has served on its board of directors. Deena is a strong advocate for womens’ rights, a coffee
farmer, and a mother to many. She is pictured here holding a ripe jackfruit.

I would like to support the Peace Kawomera Cooperative by purchasing 12 0z. bag(s) at
$12 each plus shipping and handling.


http://www.kulanu.org/
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Mirembe Kawomera Dark The woman pictured here is Hadija Wankusi. She is a prominent

singer in the Muslim community and a leader in the choir. The choir uses song to teach the
community about issues such as health and fair trade. Hadija’s home is is across the street from
the Abayudaya synagogue on Nabogoye Hill. She’s been a long time friend to the Abayudaya
and a bridge builder among the different faiths. Her daughter, Sanina, serves on the Peace
Kawomera board of directors and represents the perspective of women and youth.

I would like to support the Peace Kawomera Cooperative by purchasing 12 0z. bag(s) at
$12 each plus shipping and handling.

Mirembe Kawomera Decaf


http://www.deliciouspeace.com/farmers?farmer=14
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The students pictured here attend the Nankusi Elementary
School, the local public school. Most of these students are the children of farmers in the Peace
Kawomera cooperative. Through a combination of the social premium, a payment that is built
into the rules of Fair Trade, and the rebate system that we have set up directly with the
Cooperative, Peace Kawomera paid for a renovation at this school that resulted in a new roof.
The income received by farmers goes to pay for uniforms, books, and fees for the students.

I would like to support the Peace Kawomera Cooperative by purchasing 12 0z. bag(s) at
$13 each plus shipping and handling.

Total number of bags purchased: Total cost without shipping and handling .

The total cost of your order will be calculated once the shipping and handling costs are
determined and you will be notified prior to final placement of your order at which time we
will request payment via check.


http://www.mirembekawomera.com/blog/?p=170

